Comparing Thoreau and King

Answer the following questions.

How are government officials chosen in the United States?

Give an example of a just law.

Would Dr. king approve of a man setting fire to a restaurant to protest racial segregation

at lunch counters? Why or why not?

Does Dr. King believe that an individual who breaks an unjust law should go to jail?

Why or why not?




Consider how the political assumptions behind Thoreau’s Resistance to Civil Government
and King’s “Letter from Birmingham City Jail” are similar. What do both of these
writers believe about these questions:

a) What is the ultimate source of any government’s power?

b) What makes a practice or a law just or unjust?

c) What ways of resisting injustice are appropriate?

d) Must someone accept the consequences for acts of civil disobedience?




